e WAR DIARY OF NO. 3 COMPANY 27 BATTALION N.Z.E.F.,
; Covering rdacent operations in Iibye from I3th, Nov, te 5th, Dec,

MAPS, I3;250,000 EGYPT and CYRENAICA sheets 3u5,

No,., 3 Gompeny,27th N,2, (¥ ,G.)Battalion came under command of the &6th,
N.Z. Infentry Brigade at I600 hrs, I2th, November, A conference wes held =t
Bde. H.,Q., at 1600 hrs, on the I2/II/4I when orders wece issued for the move
from the Box to a Divisionsl Assembly Area in tne vicinity of BIR IDWANo /0329

The Compeny psssed the S.P.,the Western «xit of tne BAGGUSH BOX, at sbout
I3I5hrs,on I3/I1/41 snd ercived at the pssembly Area with the Brigade Group
spout 2000hss,,Coyy H.Q, at 680313, The Group Lergered in this ereas until
the morning of the I5/II/4I, While in this srea we received I5 cwt, trucks
for our three tomners and were bimdught up to estavlishment in vehicles,

on the I5/II/4I the Goy..movud with tne Groupto the vicinity of Point
218, ref,580357, Coy. H.,Q@ at 589335.We arrived at spproximately I930 rhs,
ahd « maineddlergered in that ares until the evening of the I-/II/4I, -
puring the night 16/I+ Bde, Growp moved to sres in squesre 5532, Arriving
ebout 0IOOhe®, on I7th, Coy., H.Q. apout 560321, The Group largered in this
area during the dey of the I7th,.During the night I7/I8the Bde, Group Moved
to area centre of which sef, 5183269, Coy.H.Q, svout 5I1¢328,The Group lsrgered
in thes sresduiring the I8th,

puring the night the Bde ,Groupmoved ecross tn. Frontie 1in to LIBYA(I8/I99
to an sres in square 4833, Coy,H.S. gsitueted st spprox, 491331, The Group
remsined in this ares untii late afternoon of the I9th,when orders were
recelved to move to an srea in vicinity of Point ﬁge ,479350. This move was
partly by day snd pertly oy nightthe area peing r fhed soout 2I3Ihrs, on
the I9th,The Gsroup largered in tne area until sovout I530hrs, on the 20th,
when orders were received to move to TRACK JUNCTION in sduare 4839,
£0/21 NOV, oOn tne night 20/2I the Coy., moved with Bde,Group from Trig
190 rer, mep CYRUNAICA I:250,000 471356 to the road junct.on in sgquare 483¢
on this trip the going wasvefyy bed ss the trucks had to go throusgh two very
swampy patches snd several groups © t bogged snd ~emarshalling of the groups
took quite s while,We d1d notamoiwe ti.l about pioones . .The Groun remained
in this position tillebout I500hrs,when the merch to BIR CHLETA wes commendcel
Ref, mep I1:250,000.
21422 NDV., on the night 2I/22 the Coy.moved with 6 Bde, Group from Trig
813,485, 592 along tne TRIGH CAPUZZ0 to 2 position sbout ¢ miles S,E, of
BIR CHLETA mep ref, 454403, During tne movo no,8 Pln, wes detailed to sct as
right rear flank guerd,
22/25 NOV. On tne nignt 2-/23 the Coy, moved on with Bde.Group with thae
ihtention of occupying & defensive position around Trig I75, 43940C5.
_During this move the Bde, Group hslted at IR CHLETA,which tt,hed intended
to side-step st dsylight, The Gisoup was sttecked Uy Germsns who wers veaten
_ off and no,.8 Plh,which wes carsing out the role of right flank guerd came
" into sction(see .eport sttached).No casuslties were sustiained by the Platoon
After this ovrusn with the enemythe Group pushed on repidly to s position
S,E, of point I76,n0.8 Pln, rejoined tne Company,
The Brigsdier decided to sttack Point I75 with the 25th.Bn, and to attack
towards the ABRODROME at SIDI RESEGH with tne 26tn,Bn; .Machine guns were NOT
used in the initiel pnase of tne attack,

Earlyin the afternoon the right Forward Btn,.,the 25th,was
having s vesy sticky time ,No, 9 Ptn, M, M .G, wAS ordered forwe.d to assist, |
This Pietoon had 2 t ough time and II of its personnel,including the Ptn,
comdy,,NMs ,Daley sie missing,tnree of tnese aiec known to ove killed,Late in
the srternoon the 24th, Bn, C,0. Wwent forwerd ¥ th two of nis Companies
anfd took over from the C.0. of tne 25th,,who wes wounded,

During the esrly evening tne cemnents of no, ¢ Ptn, vho had become dis-
orgsnised, filtered ocack to G.H.Q..That evenin. tne srigsdier decided to &=
orgxenise his posit.on? Two Platoons,iio.7 and No,8 were ordesed to mo ve
Jo.ward st 0400h:s, to come under commendof 24tn,Bn,,on pPoint I75., No, o
Platoonwho still hed e11 their zuns were put under cormsnd of 25EHALBR,

The two Flatoons under command of the 24th, moved forward st 0400RTS, .
¥o, 7 Platoon took up # position on the rear of the 24tk, srd No.8 on the
left flank of the ssme Bsttalion,Coyv. H.Q. at 439404,

This dey was quiet snd the zuns hed prectica’ly nothi to do.

24thANOV. on the eveninz of the 24th, the C.S,Mg Which had left earlier
in tne dsy to collect simo.end peticl raturned to the Lar.er sreg, snd mede
of f towerds two derlict trucks,sfter heving sppear=d to lose toeir direction
presums.ly thinking them to heilong to the Bde, Groump, The lo:.Ty hit s lisnd
miue 8nd Weut up ;n’#ﬁ%ﬁz.Three persormel were on the lorry, Tne C,8.M,

who susteined injuries{tne axtent of tuese a1s not known) was avacuated, One
0.B.,31lubons,wes burnt snd wes also evacustea, But tue driver ;Pte, Horm,
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diﬁt:iceInghrs; on the 25th, the Company ;ovedtgfr;wn'to JRIEREY AZAIRy '
: of asoout three mi P THAIL % b BlsH, |
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2lso to abendon one moter-cyclegfbthe foot,out was evacusted, It was necessary
about 435403 )until sbomt IQbOh:; h;h2°mP:nY semeined & th Bde,Group(Coy . .H.Q.
;akedup defensive positions at SiDI RgZéaﬁwa:ngpgﬁdggDzh.g e e g
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ridgeia :ve unligyttgﬁTmoxn4n5 of the 27th, the WESTEEN =nd ofSIDI REZEGH
a8 conso ated The remnents of Nos, 7 and 9@ pila :
to Coy.H.Q. on the night 26/27.0n the seme.night Bde?H.to n%€§:§°w§§;n3i§gn
lngnC§ggﬁégEhw:u 2t 433404, No.,7 Plrtoon Commander missing
o 27th,the 7 guns of Nos,7amd9 Pletoons were recoverc
the heavy casuslties the,? ad ‘sustained they Werelieigﬁzrzi;gdori g:ingtzgee
gzp zlszg:na.No%h7 gisgoggzgag piaced under command24th.Bn; with a consolid-
at_on r on e S AN ridee,This Platoon reported t
HsQ, &t 2bout I630hrs, on the 27th.. 2 it

28 NV, The position on the m orning of the 28th, was i
= a8 follows;
No, & Pletoon was under command 26th.Bn,;No, 7 Platoon wa; undec command :

24tn,Bn, both on the WESTERN end of I DI REZEGH ridsge and No.9 wes in
-eseive, No. 7 snd 8 Platoons hed » quiet mornimng amt shelling snd mortor
tire commenced st sbout I4PD hrs.and No, 8 sustained its first serious ¢
casdijplcles, theee kilied and three wounded, Durinf the sfternoon the Bde,
HoQ. Were neavily shelled and Goy, H.Q., had th.ee casuslties from splinters.
E-rly in tne evening the Brigedier decided to move the pde, H.Q, Group
pith to a position at approximstely 432406, The Enginecers under Major CURRIE
and No, 9 Platoon under myself were ordered to take up a defensiv’e position
on BBDI REZEGH ridege at =vout 433404 %o protect the SOUTHERN flenk of the
Group., Coy.H.Q. under the 2I/C remained with the Brisede H,Q, @roup,which

was apoproximastely IB00 Yds, NOBTE of ous position, 3
28 NOV. By daylixht on the26th.the enuineers and ourselves were ins i

poal Ole

The day of the 29th, passed quietly for us on the ridese, Faciny SOUTH the
d spositions were a8 follows; On our RIGHT flsnk wese the £24th, and 26th,
Bettailons with nos.7 and 8 Pletoons still under command,On our LEFT flsnk
at tne BLOCKHOUSH 43540 4 wes the 25th, Bn,a d on their LEFT wes the clst,
Bn, on Point I75, 439404 LAl ctne battailons were very much depiestedd

A ® nsiderscle smomnt of moveme.t went on 211 sround us during the dsy

Tank betties were hesrd N,W, #nd S,E, of us end convoys were observed on
the sscarpment SUUTH of us, one of thiese convoys sdvenced towerds our posit=
1on #nd we found recognition to be very difficult, We wece expecting &
30UTH AFRICAN convoy from the ssme di 'ection and Briwxsde had warned us to
ve very careful not to shoot tuem up, Fire was neld until the convoy wes
.bout b0OOyds, swey when one of the flank sections opened fi.e, The convoy *

mmedist ly tusned . gsome of the rear ones

and made off in a S.W. direction;
ere s en to halt at extreme cranze SOUTH of us end recognition was st1al
ot definsteiy estaol 8

ned, A wounded mén was ouseived out in fionc epd a
arty went out o cellect nim, He was & German So ourders were given tor all
¥.,M.G8 to open fire on the tiucks 1in sight, This csused one truck to meke
off EASTwards aithough htwo remained vut the personnep were ouserved to get
out of tnem, During tne sfternoon &n Its'isn tenk drove up under a wnite
flsg ,Inside was one dead,one seyerel

y wounded and two unhuist Italiens,
Esriy in tne sfte.noon tne sraigsdies

rang up and informed me ne wWas
taking No.7 pPletoon away f.om 24th ,Bn, and placiny it under command of 21z
Bn, on Point 175, Lete in tne evening of the

28th, Bripgade infoimed me that
Point 1/5 had veen over fun oy the enemy and g1l 0

wi tioops cspbused,
y | drivers and one
‘ i=ft of No., " pistoon after tnat were the six
ALl I had 1 o R Ry

serjeant who nad meneped to wet swWay g
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; 29/30 B V. Tnennight 29/30 pa s3ed quietly on the widge,
j The day of the 30tn. was also feirly quiet although
consideraple ® nvoy snd tank movement was observed on the SOUTHEHNiescarpment
During the aftsrnoon two tenks appesred on ourtASTERN flank snd moved
over tne escerpment HORTH of us towesrds Brigede H,Q., A few minuits later
one came ueck snd wes promptly vayged uy the A/T zuns with us, '
Lete in the afternoon Birizede inTorm2d us that the 24th, and 26th,Battelions
hed vern over-.un and ccptured,About half a ssction of No. 8 Platoon evaded '
capture and made tneir way uveck to Srigade H.,Q..Things were now pretty
sticky and we were expecting a vusy night, By now the Company hed suffered
severe cesualties,
Shortly after derk soms vesnicles were neerd moving just
oger thne ed.e ol the esce-pment vetween us and Brigsce H.Q..Two A/T guns
orn. postees went oves to iuvestigate end fired at a big lorry,.,This went up
in flsmessnd it turned out that Shey were three 35-ton lorries of gmmunition
towing two or three enemy funs, We hed 8 great fireworks display out of it.
About midnight I was moving about and through my glasses I observed a
line of men approacHing from where the 24th, and 26th, Battelions hsd been.
I hurried over to the flank snd warned the guns to keep 2 good lookout
¢nd not to fire too soon #s there was g possibility of them being some of
the 24th, snd 26th, filtering back, They were sllowed to come qulte close
~pnd were then challenged, A «rest pwebber of foreign languaxe snswered the
chsllenxe end so fire was opened and they could oe neard sunning awey.Later
ja tus aignt @ badly wounded German csme in snd gsve himself up; still
later his cobber who wes unhurt csme in shd gave himself up so that he
could be with him,

The prospects were gloomy for the morrow if the SOUTH AFRICCA

vho hed been expected for the 1sst two deys, did not arrive by morning,
Ist,DEC. They did not arrive,

Came the morning of the Ist, Dec,.Things were quiet at
first but hesvy shelling of Brigade H,=, scon commenced,At about Q800hrs,
Brigsde H.Q, WaS ettecked by tenks s&nd infantry, Lorry efter lorry went up
in flames snd we on the ridge could do nothing to help.Things looked very
blsck. The battle had been raging cbout three quarters of sn hour when
swearms of tanks were observed coming over the escarpment SOUTH of us.
Friend or foe},it was hard to tell,I went out to contect them , they turned
out to be our own;part I think ,of the 4th, srmoured Brigede,and I directed
themon to the battle . The enemy tanks dr-w off and the Brhgader descided to
find s healthier spot for the Group. He ceme up on the ridge in his cer
snd we were ordered to evacuate immediat=1ly snd follow,.We hed no trsnsport
with us so our #gnks whipped through the position snd the chepe cl=mmersd
up on to them,The Brigsde Group moved off in 8n EASTERLY diresction but
had not gope very: far wnen it ren into sn smousn,The whole uroup turned
NORTHwards e¢nd tnere was s wild stampede of trucks across the desert,
Controll wes zone,The Groupo eventuslly rsn thiough tne 4th .,Brigusde ares
and stopped,The time would tnen be about 1200hes,

As & faxghting umt tne Bri.sde wes useliess and so later in
tue aiteravon obders were r:ceived bto move sgcx towair de tae Ilrontier,
The strength of the Compeny wes then two Officers end
cbout sixty 0/Rs,.We hed I@ trucks left out of 23,h ich wes'nt so bsd
The move bsck commenced +t dsrk and on the 5th, Dec, the Compeny srrived
boek in BGGUSH after a very uneventful trip of Ayur dng.

Lepoit on sctios £3/II/41(e Pln.) Ma jor,

wy ¥.,M,G, Piatoou was empioyed 28 0.C, 2 Coye

pait of tne signt T_ank xusyd oi toe

¢I.B,colimn on Nignt ol 28/23 Nov,.At sbout 07I50f £3rd, durin. s usit s
Jelman Mmouoiised pRLrui 8pDIA¥2Q Ve, unexpectedly 'nd drove between the Bde,
Group end the 25th,Bn,w ere they halted ss the zap had been closed by our tenk
(A German soldier lates scated,when takeam prisones,tnst they were unawsres of
tne presence of npritish troops intnat syes) ,One of my sSeCl.owus .mmediastel;
went into mction,closely followed by the other and effectively dissbled the
1sst few vehicles in the column,killing end woundinz 5 &nd I0 of the enemy
end practiceslly closinz the way out ,After & brisk,but one sided,-xchange of
fire curing which time the infantry surrounded the enemy who surrended,The
range was point blank end we found lster that our ¥k,VIIIz smmunitionm hsd
pierced even the enzin® blocks of odd vehicles,iie passed in for inspectéon
pspers which included whet sppesrec to be = signsllers code, The Germsns were |
srmed with sutomstic pistols,sub-mechine guns,rifles snd two sutomstic quick
firing snti-tank/snti-sircersft -uns,I 8= convinced thst their srms,vehicsls
snd equippment is very infer.or te our s, vy | \ W G asit,
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